Recently similarities between particular transcription factors and the nonhistone chromarin proteins HMG1/2 (1) has been reported. Among these factors are the human upstream binding factor hUBF (2), the mammalian testes-determining factor SRY (3), the lymphoid enhancer-binding factor LEF-1 (4), and the T cellspecific factor TCF-1 (5). The regions of homology between these transcription factors and HMG-1/2 proteins are designated HMGboxes and it is thought that they represent DNA binding domains (2). There are also evidences that HMG-1/2 may play a role in DNA replication (6), chromatin assembly (7) and as general transcription factors for RNA polymerase II (8).
. Sequence similarities between mouse, human, porcine and chicken HMG2 proteins. Non identical residues and the location of the HMG boxes are indicated. 
